



withed for a plac om sth plan of 
ng France into epee. There .are two 
which ma be taken in order to accomplifh a 
chithge i ina ftate. Either the inno- 
“ “vators produce a change of opinion, which of 
K “ courfe changes powers and inftitutions; or they 
‘overthrow inftitutions and powers, by which a 
mfequent change of opinion is alfo effected. 
he fi nee ‘ark longeft, and is to be flowly 
e w The f fecond is not a road but a preci- 
» be paffed over; it requires but one bold 
and but a moment of time. It was the 
which beft fuited the boldnefs, the fluggith. 
*6nefs, the ardent, yet indolent character of Danton. 
| He began, therefore, with difturbing and con- 
founding every thing. When almoft all were 
its with grand views, requiring for their 
ats all theypaffions of the people ; Dan- 
a greater anarchift than»any one elfe. 
cefles he never contefted with any one, 
was the oe as ay: ‘ae 
ratiiiniag the teft fuccefles, He 
: fomething which 1 cannot defcribe, but 
“which drew men about him, to make themfelves 
this. -inftruments, and to await his orders. He 
was, if the phrafe may be allowed, a great lord of 
e. When you firft approached him, his 
voice were terrible. He knew it, and 
eafed with the idea; for the more 
anded, fo much the lefs ill was he 
‘He had that invention, that in- 


of the great, which con- 


s genius; and that filent circ . in 

C reac a! of reafon. 
eloquence, an € 

1 figure, his voice, and his 

ademagogue, His firft views 
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« ofmenand th Sie gill 

«“ He polled that fold irae pee 

« experience alone can confer 

‘ ar bors 3 He did not pretend to forefee ; but he 
s eyes and beheld. In public affemblies 
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«he uttered fome expreffions which were “Te. 
«« membered. In private company he was ; 
«: and liftened with interefted attention when thofe a 


«¢ around him talked little, with aftonifhment when 
« they faid a great deal. He excited Camille | 8 
«* moulins to {peak : he endured the prattle of F oe 
« q’Fglantine. Such was the man who was . a 
«« adored by his friends, and whom his occa 
ought to have treated with that delicacy a o 
«« bearance which the interefts of the repub 


“¢ manded.” 
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The following defcription of him, by. ar 
mous author”, will correct the partiality ¢ 
and convey, in much fewer words, a full re 
tion of his genius and charatter. “ Ido 
“ tend to compare Robefpierre to Dante 
“ firft was a fanguinary idiot ; he had the ge 
“ a pettifog vevith thedoul, af: Syl yl was 
* nowalehoine: monfter for whom no compat 
** can be found. Danton had a very c mind, 
“but he poffeffed at heart fome forties of 
“« humanity. He had the inftinét, rather than the 
** genius of a great man. His ideas pcr spay, 2 
“* gerated that he propofed to Ti cn ar iftocre @ 
“* the protection of the law. ncert 
“ lutionary tribunal and army, bu 
“< of their operations. He eee 
“ own contrivance, like a Vv 
“ pow He felt the ld plying ating ob- 
* , and a refifting power, and.in that inftance 
“ difplayed a real greatnels, 'g underftanding. He 


® Tableau des Prifons oui Robefpierre, i 
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s means, withou rity or forefight ; 
fe refpeéts he below mediocrity, and a 
rge of his fpecies. . Afraid that the chariot of 
revolution did not proceed with fufficient 
, he kept continually adding frefh horfes, 
was carried away into an abyfs, and himfelf 
beneath the wheels.” 











CAMILLE Defmoulins was a fellow-collegia Juens 
Robefpierre*, and like him a ftudent Of jurifpru- to" 
dence. His fociety refufed to call him to the bar al 
he had completed his ftudies, and he was if great aif. 
trefs before the revolution, Defmoulins had fome ta- 
lents, a confiderable fhare of wit, and a knack at verfi- 
fying ; he gained a fubfiftence by flattering minifters, 
and occafionally drew fcanty fupplies from b iaberrs 
and Lamoignon®. Mis abilities in this way pro 
the protection of the duke of Orleans, who ef emp . 
him for fome time before the capture of thi 
as a coffee-houfe and garden orator he Pale 
Royal’. He was ill qualified for public feat 
as he had a heavy difagreeable appearance, a pain- 
ful delivery, a bad ear, and a deficiency of words *. “4 
He rendered his party a remarkable fervice, and 12th Jaye 
was the founder of a diftinétion which the country Orig 













the nae 


has ever fince retained. When Pepin, the hawker, tional 
was brought wounded into the garden of the Palais cockade, 

Royal, Camille, taking advantage of the ae is 
dignation, leaped on a table, with a 
hand, and cried toarms! to arms*! He af 
made an harangue, in which he advifed the 









® Mifs Williams's Letters in 1794, vol. ii. pag. fet * ; 

° Confpiracy of Robeipicrre, p. 125. ‘ 

P Conjuration de WOrlesne, ca, i. p. 221. Confpiracy of Robe- 
fpierre, p. 126. Pages, vol. ti. p. 1564721726 

@ Confpiracy of Kobeipierre, p. 1266 

¥ See Hiltory of the Briflotines, p, 8. Moore's View, vol. ii. 
p- 414. Pages, vol. ii. p. 204. Lettre d’un Frenqois hg Migiols, 
P+ 9, &c. 
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to ‘ning sbineines oper coultades ; 
: wifhed them to adopt red and blue, the colours 
of the duke of Orleans, but afhamed to propofe it 
direétly, afked what colour they would wear, yellow, 
red, blue, green? Green, contrary to his expectation, 
was re-echoed by the multitude, and that being, as 
he called it, the colour of hope, was adopted for the 
day; but on the morrow, when the national guard 
was’ formed, it was changed for red and blue, to 
which was 2 dded, to avoid a demonftration of par- 
tiality too de cided, a ftripe of white'. 
he capture of the Baitille he became pro- 
prietor of a journal, which he called Le Courier de 
Brabant, in which he commenced the practice af- 
terwards more fuccefsfully purfued by Hebert and 
Marat, that of pointing out individuals to the ven- 
geance of the mob; and he affumed, at the fuggeftion 
of Mirabeau, -y ominous title of procureur general 
Pe miterne*. In this journal he often difplayed 
Non Me kind of wit which is beft adapted to the 
eéts of the vulgar; but his frequent denuncia- 
yee with the moft baleful effects to 
ace of fociety, and excited compundtion in his 
s, when, pofleffed of affluence, he looked 
ent horror to aétions to-which he had been 
pad by want. He was at this period a furious 
e*, intimate with the cabinet of the Palais 
Royal, and in the confidence of Mirabeau, with 
pe a ; La whole fortnight previous to the 


’ okt Jacobin and Cordelier, and car- 
y ial bie to fuch an enecte 
~ that Malou a profecution againft him 

nd denounced him to the national “ica 


& sie oe» 
ayfa 's Hiflory acobinitm, p- 205. winibeaiae de d’ Ors 
vali: p- 94 Confpiracy of Robclp:erre, p. 126, 
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Malouet. 





















in cea in th ce be 
louet apoftrophized the es and Bie 
Will he dare to juftify himfelf?”” Camille, ng Bi 
to the impulfe of the moment, ber lo 
danger, replied from his feat, “ Yes, I pe 
inftantly efcaped; the affembly paffed a_ decree 
againft him, which was, however, repealed the next 
day. What renders this incident remarkable is, 
that Malouet’s father, in a caufe brought hefare se 
parliament of Paris, had been fimilarly apoftrophized. 
and had made the fame anfwer’. imoul ul} 
one of the moft active promoters of the peti tion in 3 17930 
the Champ de Mars, which occafioned the calling out As peti- 
of the military, and was, in confequencé of that tions Sa 
tranfaction, obliged to feek refuge at Marleilles *. oe 
Yet it is probable he only acted venally, as he had 
continued intimately connected with Mirabeau, afte: 
he had fold himfelf to the courty and with I: 
Fayette, who then oppofed the 9 fat 
tioned by Camille*. ‘This affair occafione 
rejection as an cleétor of Paris for the approachi 
neers he petitioned the conftituent af 
fuppofed 








injuftice; Petion fupported sey 
to the order of the day *. 
of or affembly, he 













s du Regne de Louis XVI. vol. vi. 3 244. A 
"s View, vol. ii. p. 414. Mercure Frangois, No, du 30 
Juillet 1791, p- 399. 

* Confpiracy of Robefpierre, p. 126- Conjaration de d’Orleans, 


we. ii, p. 153. 
» Debates € Hiftorical Sketch, p. 311- 4 Debates, 
° Mercure Frangois, No. du 19 Mai 1792, p 203. 
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obins who oppoted. ‘the of hoftiliee 7 
On the difgrace of his friend la ayette, he deferted 
pa his caufe, and joined his moft inveterate perfecutors *, 
eth Avg. He materially aflifted the fuccefs of the infurrec- 
einfur. Hon in Auguft, by preparing the public mind for aéts 
feftion, of barbarity, and preaching in favor of anarchy, and 
‘2 a renewal of the Valerian law, which made it al. 
lowable to kill a man fufpected of difloyalty to the 
ftate, provided the crime was afterwards proved *. 
As he was not deficient in perfonal courage, he was, 
ably active affiftant in the conteft; he was 
et made one of the new council general of ‘the com. 
| mwune!. His friend Danton, while he was minifter, 
- pofed to Roland to commence a journal for the 
purpofe of biafling the public mind, under the con- 
duct of Camille; but Roland did not. favor the 
fcheme, and the quarrel which fpeedily broke out 
By the fendi Danton entirely fruftrated it *. 
the friendfhip of Danton, however, he was 
great feal, and there is reafon 
ve, that me that hepato ook in, or, at leaft, connived 
-maflacres of September’, He was elected 
=r of the convention for Paris, but as a deputy 











he made no great e, his eloquence was better 
calculated for the Siebert club. The firft inftance 
of his exertion which falls my notice, is his 
oppofition to the decree for for ever the 


en ne , a meafure which he com- 
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itical State of Europe, vol. ii. p. stg. 
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tending to procure di or afford a pr me: ace 
quittal. In the courfe aie toce ale ominal 
he loft his temper fo far, as to affert 
the members had been bribed, which drew on hirr 
cenfure of the convention, and he was called to 
order”. His argument againft the a to the 
people is publifhed, and eS eshibite pg 
fpecimen of feeble reafoning, and of unrelenting 
cruelty, affecting patriotilm. The plan of a ‘decree 
with which he concluded his fpeech, is too remark~ 
able to be omitted. “ This,” fays 
“« my plan of a decree: 1. The national 
“© decrees, that Louis Capet has deferved 
“¢ 2. Decrees, in confequence, that a ra ge be 
“* prepared in the place du Carou/el, to which Lowi 
« fhall be led, with a label on‘ his brealt nf{cribed 
*¢ with thefe words, PexjureD, AND 4 rR 
“ +o THE Nation, and on his back a ~ j 
* with the word Kina, to thew to all 
* that the degeneracy of nations cannot, even by 
“a lapfe of fifteen hundred years, afford a prefer 
“ tive fanction to the crime of royalty. 3. Further 
“ decrees, that the vault of the ro Laedlew Se 
*« St. Dennis fhall, for the future, be icbe b 
‘* place of thieves, murderers, and traitors. 4. 
* the minifter of jultice, 
“national guard, hall,» within four-and- 
“ hours, give an ee eo 
“ decree”.” P 

Camila guler ‘oF the committee of 
fafety, but having married a young lady of 

‘able property, and being otherwife ¢ 

sourle of the revolution, he feems 
gleGted public bufinefs, and attended very little 
to the proceedings in the convention, In the pro- 
grefs of the conteft between the mountain and the 















a 


. 


xo an 


. 










™ Debates. % Robefpierre & {es Commettans, vol. ij. p. 62. 90. 
Briffotines, 










imfelt elf by Sidon a 
- eEES 5 which was firft 
SE OPES onde: of that fae 
ed order of that foci 
It is t i ah and called “ the Hiltory 
a of t e Briffotines.” It is written in a ftyle pecu- 
Tiar ‘te the author, and contains, in a fhort fpace, 
— fentiments, grievous accufations, abject 
ulation, and forced conccits*. On this pamphlet, 
is faid, the act of accufation againft the Briflotines 
ded, and it is called by thofe who make the 
a fportive party romance’, The term 
Not apply to this more than any other 
eech of Defmoulins, and the faéts ftated 
e bof accufation, which could be derived from 
iba eflay, were notorious, and had been often re- 
- ‘peated in the aiaaloes” in the Jacobin club, and 


















ally in the expulfion and pro- 

ies ; he was not prefent at the 
a and “when, near fix weeks after- 
was aceofed of incivifm oo sage oe 


 » © See the Briffotines, an 8vo. pamphlet if 
* ‘publithed for , Piccadilly, 1794. Alfo Moore's 


tse n. 
Mifs Williams's Letters, vol. i. p. 157+ Pagis, vole fi 
i i 








fion 





















fion for his 
oe 
brought his coal 
fo mach odium on, hiss erfon and prit 
he was an ealy vidim to the reven 2 or 
Robefpierre. On this occafion, 
tuated by no virtuous motive, he e 
a tafk ; the outlines of his eflays are faid t 
been marked out by his employer, and he w; 
bably felected for the tatk, becaufe Hebert. hac 
pofed himfelf to his affaults by an unprove 
tack’. 
It is faid that he formed a political proje 
Danton, to relax the fyftem of terror, te: 
revolutionary government, and eftablith a a 
tion on fuch a bafis, as to admit the 
parties‘. Whether this, or fome lefs ext 
more perfonal motive guided him, he begai 
paper called Le Vieux Cordelien, son a 
quency of arrefts, and waeeae tions to other part . 
of the oo caiacay fyftem*, For this offence he 26th Dee 
had been reproved by Barrere in one of his reports, '79% 
but the fall of Hebert not being then effeéted, no 
farther notice was taken of it. Some time after- 

‘ridiculed St. Juft, and obferved that he P 

d like the holy facrament*. This at- sothM 
is fuppofed attachment to Danton exaf- }79 

re, and Camille rei Danton were 
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greater 






nal with 
idges, he refufed to make 
any : mielf by turning his a&t of 
accufation into burlefque. The prefident of the tri- 
bunal, embarraffed by this contumacious proceeding, 
obtained from the convention a decree, enabling him 
to pafs fentence on the culprit, without further in- 

ion*. Defmoulins bore his fate with courage 








oe) and even pleafantry ; he wrote juft before his execu- 
4 tion a tender and affectionate letter to his wife *. He 


fuffered death at the age of thirty-three, an age which 
he made remarkable by a profane allufion to the period 
of our Saviour’s refidence on earth *. He went to the 
feaffold indignant at the cowardice of the people, and 
, enraged at having been duped by Robefpierre*. He 


¥ Memoires d'un Déiénu, p. 75. 
® See Milfs Williams's Letters in 1794, vol. ii. p. a9. New An- 


\ Ty PeiSBBo Hau yy 
“@ See s and newlbapere. The wife of Camille Defmoulins 
was natural daughter of a perfon of confiderable property, endowed 
with an extraordinary fhare of beauty. She brought her hufband, 
with whom the lived in a ftate of exemplary felicity, a confiderable 
fortune. In a few days after his execution fhe was brought to the 
fame end, bs. following circumftance: Arthur Dillon being in 
ifon, and hearing of his friend Camille's arreft, wrote a letter to 
dame Defmoulins, exprefling his forrow for her fituation, and in- 
clofing aedraft for three thoufand livres (1314. 5s.). The turnkey, 
whom he a to forward the letter, refufed to do it, which 
the general flipped it into his pocket; the returned it, and he 
tore it to pieces. This ion being, fo « the death of Ca- 
mille, reported to the committee of public fafety, madame Defmoulins 
was apprehended. Her youth, beauty, and candour, the iniquity of 
condemning her becaufe a letter had been written which it was proved. 
fhe never received, were infufficient to fave her from the fentence of 
the inary wretches who fat as judges. She went — fcaffold 















the ot! » dreffed in whise, her eyes yet inflamed with ep 
ing fo 3 but refigned, tranquil, and cheerful. - Eyen tl 
Parifian mob, accuftomed to fights of horror, cheered her paflage: 
the con murmurs of commiferation, ‘ How beautiful 

8 flow mild the looks! What a pity the thould die!" were g 


exclamations. She fubmitted to the executioner with the placid re- * 
fignation of confcious innocence, See Mifs Williams's Letters, 
vol, ii, p. 31. 36. New Annual Regifter for 1794, p. 358+ 

> — Epochs, p. 89. Playfait's Hiltory of Jacebinifm, 
P- 623, . é 


¢ Memoires d'un Déténu, p. 73- 
made 









made a re 
which pt ably preety tal 
ing the Sob the pa again 
“ befpierre,” al e, “ia les coup. 
“ tiers A phrafe me 
but which alludes to the manner in Ww 
cut down woods, by marking out certain 
trees to be felled *. Camille Bona igen ; 
have wanted fteadinefs in his party attachments, but 
never to have meditated ferioufly the deftruction of 
thofe he abandoned. His writings are not deficient 
in fprightlinefs, but he is far from meriting» the 
cabninms of Pagés, who defcribes him as a pro- |” 
found and ingenious author, formed on the models a 
of Tacitus and Suetonius, diftinguithed origin- ae 
ality of ftyle, and by the dexterity with ‘ehidh he _ 





















handled the keen weapons of ridicule*. He i rg 
lowed to have been endowed with wing e h 4 
ficient in prudence’, ieee i 5 
city ay him the title Peanind . 
: ke ae fee a 
bee? a Mifs Willisms's Letters, voli ii, p. 26. Ee 

~ © Hiftoive Secrete, vol. ii. p. 277. a 
SG SH ie ot abe Robefpierre, p. 125. ‘S 
va pn. ii, p. 172. a 
me ow 

ists amt B 

2 tre Be 

at et, 
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a b  crdheansey rife and rapid fall of Dumou. 
riez have occafioned fo much curiofity, and 
given birth to fo many conjectures, that numerous 
accounts of him have been publifhed, either fep; 
7 rately 0 or in the courfe of other hiftories. His c 
a _ raéter is varioufly pourtrayed, and quality, 
virtuous or vicious, has been profufely attributed or 
pes ! withheld. He has ublifhed his own life, 











himfelf, in 
im “« ative life, he eae difcover a fingle inci 
“a “ which ought to put him to the blu 
a candid examination of faéts, of t 
of others, and of his own exculpa 
let us confider how far he tag t 


4 ard In relating the adventures of his ¢ wt 
_ followed the line laid down in his own bic 





e. His mili eps, except thofe. 
‘ae hich ad detailed in the gazettes 
=. fecrethiftory; and any attempt 


decifivel the operating motives of him 
ig ‘Ge o. * Life of Geveral Dumouriez, p. 3. 








this orbaece | (have at 
pofitely exprefled by Mot 
“ dirai pas comme bien’ 
“© enfoncé que des _— 
“ matique n’¢ft pas digne di 
“ tA seed Tfser la place de Di i 
& que les évinemens militaires mpi: 
“* mieux connus'.”. 1 muft, however, prem 
his valor is acknowledged even by hie apige = and 
that a very competent judge, and one who can 
be fufpected of favorable prepoileflion, D de 
fpeaks highly of his military talents“, Re 
Dumouriez ' was born at Cambray | his § ee ath Jan, 
was defcended from the youn beastie family fai 
in Provence, of the nob, be ap robe, named Du- 
ier. The numerous mily of his paternal g rand. 



























eich becoged fhe female: beat 
ral’s father was one of this nian 


he See a oe ee 


infanc Disihdorien waé Sechle and ri Mert 
is fhape were counteracted b rons, ™# 

old he was drawn sate in 

that age, a new fyftem was 






‘e exe cif om office of commiffary var, 
eae. = 


de d*Orleans, vol. i, p, 223. 


Bouille’s Memoires relating to the French Ps. if 
Me particulars, for 7: Doailaias a hebity Nip 
rely from ** The Life t Dose 
‘vo. 
















ced 
, Seated 2 income ™ to his 
, He remained at the col. 
a returned to his father, 

glith, Italian, Spanith, 
m leffons i in mathema. 


: Air ory, aah ottdess and employed a mafter to 


ch him grammar. 
In, thefe occupations, Dumouriez employed two 
-on his return from college he had an- 
}a defire to enter into a monattery ; his fa- 
lily conceiving that he had imbibed this in- 
‘om the perfuafions, and from the fyfte 








a tneas manent 
* pone of but he had a latent p 
| __ feffion of arms. Hishealth 
and learned to ride ‘im the ‘kin: 
to fence in company with the ki 
At length the feven yeire va 
mouriez’s father bein 
ted his fon with 
reel to join 
Dumouniez was 











its, which expofed him to great dat 
‘he receivedts comtuific ern 


with the’ netyrevars “Bis 8 ni 
increafed, that he pri tel 
profpect of a cornetcy, 

fiony. he ent os 
d’Ejcars. Several fem 


fame regiment, heferved fix mont 
but after the capt fe of Cherbourg 
he took an Enghief i 
commiffion. 


ufket-ball, but he 

a fabre, and re- 
thirteen comppGonas, 

ility by the heres 





F horfe anda Croix de St, 
teffor, the duke de Choi. 
y prombtions at once 
ie pectants, +4 
election ; he chofe 
4 ° « ° 
L.the inclination of 
by eight hundred 
ut-neverthelefs ra- 
As foon as he 





to s 

where, after writi 
and expoftulat 

He had fcarcely perie 
was alarmed, in Y r 
into the paflage W 
mediately fwallowediall 
operated inftantaneoafly,” 
fainting fit. Wie 
turned to bed ; ( 


age og 


he 


ri ee 


“yh em, 





raloneson foot, 

ed, writing his 
thr pugh which he 
ba, where he was 
of the French re- 
ith the fenator 


wo friends 





ea oe 
Dumouriez h 
bank of one h 

cat diftrefs, 
oon at Marfeilk 
old friend Favi 
kindnefs. It hap 
engaged with t 


rn 
pH 


oe 


ee to induce - 


wit 


Genoa, and. 





his point, but 
nefs all that 

fab e, had told 
geded in effacing 
nication, and had 
_againft him, that 
LY th > °C 


i 





pot no ar yer, but 
as calculated to ee 
end of a few di 

e letter fron ac 
the king’s perm nt # int 
letters of reco id 1110 n° to | le ¢ 
maldi, minifter for foreign affairsim Spain, at 
the marquis d’Offiimp the French ambaflador 

der letter, 1 


free accels “his table, 
money. Be Oe choogt 


ps ioiditigest ae 
thus a in 


Eo dfffip 


e his favour 
sy that he } , AS ire. they wouK 





4 umouriez 
gracesby “a Syftem 
or Portugal,” whit 

aie wy offered 


jeratio 


ately republthed.: 
received by 
him as a fickle 
ted» himfelf in 
cmt and De. 
che scompofed in a 
-colonelcyve 





thoufand: Time (O56 
him with eighteen ¢ 


this mo 
funded all he fad ad 
quelting him todig oe Spb Mand, 
being done, he “Wasetill poffefledof>2 thouf an€ 
crowns Shed. - ie next ieee Dumour 


7 


1 : e§ hee <a ies 
RSiGih i} of eve . sk 
athe Por hie for: 


ee eee 
d been. : lhe sn 


a: about to be tank 
Mgovernment. 
“aifait, with. e: . s fpeed, at 


ifited at a,council.© Me 
wi _— 


nity. r 


ewes "oblig ed to exert 
d-to efface fou 





-. He had pre. 
of lieutenant-co- 
wwhich he refufed, 


Rae 


1e€ oney. : 0 





left his ccondug 
difcretion. 
faid. the duke. . 





| in anger. ~ 
ard, ae 
Dumouriez, 
‘Intemperate*through rage and impati nce, burft open 
his clofet doe and forced hitt Hel into his prefence. 
ena th this in fion, he fucceeded fo well 





memorial to th 
fhould be em 
ledge, to go to” 

ticability of the {ch 
with | vd onte ‘a 
™ cae } 


gfe men 
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* you fhall either be aflured of their fidelity to their 
* country, or I fhall difencumber you of them with- 
* out violence. Leave this to me.””_ ‘Thus by one 
bold exertion he acquired defpotic power over all the 
officers, and left them abjectly at his mercy, and 
without refource. 


Dumouriez prefented to his officers this alterna- Propofes " 


tive; either to take an oath which he would pre- oath. |” 


fcribe, or to leave the place with paflports which he 
would provide for them. The oilicers could have 
no confidence in fuch paflports, and therefore in 
three hours afflembled and took the required oath. 
He does not fpecify what this oath was, but there 
was no mention whatever of the king “. 


He next difpatched letters to Barrere, and ano- His letters — 
“ that totheaf 
fembly, 


ther member of the affembly, informing them, 
.“* without waiting for further orders, he was about 
** to aflemble as many troops as poilible, with a de- 
“ fign to march to the fuccour of the conftituent 
* aflembly ; for it was there only he could now 
** look for that country which Louis had abandoned, 
* after having withip the laft fortnight again renew- 
* ed his oaths, and that, too, without being afked 
“ to do fo.”” This was the moft encouraging letter 
which the affembly had received from any general 
officer, and excited proportionate raptures and ap- 
plaufe. 


mandants of the different detachments under his or- sees the. 
ders, recommending to them the oaths he had taken + 


and enforced, and added, “ That on one jde was to. 
“be found true honor, patriotifm, and _ virtue, 
* while, on the other, nothing was to be hoped for’ 
“ but opprobrium, cowardice, and perjury.” He 
went, the fame day, to the Jacobin club, where he 
threw down his crofs of St. Louis, exclaiming, that 


 Dumouriez Unmatked, p. 33. pk gt himfelf barely fays 
it was oath of vbedience to the nation and the law. 
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Dumouriez, in the mean time, wrote to the com- Violence : 
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DUMOURIEZ. 


he would not wear the favors of a tyrant and def. 
pot. A perfon of the name of Benoiton, prefident 
of the department of Nantz, picked it up, and re. 
ftored it to him in the name of his country, after 
having difgraced the military ornament with the 
three-colored riband, or, in other words, with the 
livery of the duke of Orleans *. 

But thefe fteps were only preparatory to the grand 
part which Dumouriez had projected. He refolved 
to go to Paris, and, for that purpofe, had colleéted 
eight thoufand troops, who were prepared to march 
the next day ; but this defign was prevented by the 
capture of the king. He did not ftay at Nantz long 
after this. 

From Nantz he went to Rochelle, and from 
thence to Fontenay-le-Comte, the capital of la Ven- 
dée, where the violence of the democrats had al- 
ready fown the feeds of that dreadful civil war 
which afterwards broke out. He employed himfelf, 
according to his own account, in conciliatory mea- 
fures, and drew a memorial, with a fketch of a de- 
cree on the fubject. During his {tay at Rochelle, 
he took fome unwarrantable liberties with the mili- 
tary cheft, and embroiled himfelf with the minifter 
of juftice. Involved in debt, and out of favor both 
with the Jacobins and ariftocrats, he found it necef- 
fary foon to retreat to Niort, the capital des deux 
Sevres, another department under his command. 
It is neceflary, however, to mention, that during 
his continuance in la Vendée he formed an intimacy 
with Genfonné, which had a great influence on his 
fucceeding adventures. 

In the winter he fixed his abode at Niort, where 
he was regiftered a citizen, and was, during a month, 
prefident of the Jacobin club. He was again 
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© Dumouriez Unmatked, p. 35, 34 As Dumouriez has wholly 
omitted to mention this tanfaGion of the military crofs, and fill con- 
tinues to wear it, I have related the fact im the very words of my au~ 

ther M. de Vietie. soit 
feized 





feized with the rage of advifing, and he took an 
extraordinary meafure for a Jacobin prefident, the 
motives for which I fhall relate in his own words. 
*¢ He was perfuaded that the terrible fault committed 
“ by Louis, after having twice perjured himfelf, would 
 ferve as a lefion to him; that his heart would be 
“ melted with the gencrofity of the French, who had 
“* reftored to him a crown, which he had forfeited 
“by the letter and fpirit of that very conftitution 
** which he himfelf had fworn to obey; he that would 
“look upon this event as a fpecies of happinefs, 
*“ which would, at length, unite the minds of all 
“men, and caufe, firft confidence and good faith, 
** and afterwards love and order, to fucceed to the 
* intrigues, the confpiracies, the hatred, and the 
* difcord which had reigned until then'.”” He ac- 
cordingly tranfmitted to the king, through his friend 
Laporte, a long memorial relative to his future con- 
duct. ‘This memorial was divided into eight parts, 
and affected to guide the king in politics, benevo- 
lence, religion, and private lite. But the imperti- 
nence of advice did not end there ; the indefatigable 
monitor announced eight other memorials, and de- 
manded, if the king thould be pleafed with his la- 
bors, leave of abfence, that he might return and 
finifh the whole at Paris. ‘‘ He confidered this as 
“a touchftone of the king’s real intentions; if he 
* were recalled, he fhould then be fure that his me- 
** morial had made a profound impreflion, and that 
“ Louis was, in reality, determined to fupport himfelf 
* by means of the conftitution: on the contrary, if 
“a continuation of his counfels was not demanded, 
* he fhould then be inclined to doubt all his former 
* hopes, and predict nothing henceforth but misfor- 
“tunes.” The king received this memorial, as he 


4@ This paragraph is from the pen of the /i-difant royalift Dumouricz. 
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sare to be found in fo {mall a compas, in any of the mani- 
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did thofe of Rouyer, and many others equally im- 
see he made marginal notes, and put it in 
is iron clofet. 

A war was now generally expected, and Dumou- 
riez became a lieutenant-general, by feniority, from 
the prevalence of emigration. This promotion de- 
tached him from the divifion, and he was at hi 
to have returned to Paris, but remained at Niort for 
fear of his creditors. +While he was in this fituation, 
M. de Leffart, minifter for foreign affairs, being in- 
formed of his intimacy with Genfonné, who was a 
member of the diplomatic committee, and one of 
the minifter’s moft inveterate perfecutors, imagined 
that the general might be of fervice to him. Du- 
mouriez had folicited an employment in the diplo- 
matic line, when de Leffart requefted his prefence, 
and fent fix thoufand livres (262 /. 105.) to pay his 
debts in Poitou. On his arrival in Paris, Dumou- 
riez readily undertook to fecure the affiftance of 
Genfonné and all his co-adjutors, and actually pre- 
vailed on him to pledge himfelf to this effect to the 
minifter. He had the addrefs to induce de Leffart 
to pay his remaining debts, which amounted to a 
confiderable fum ; he then coincided with the views 
of thofe who fuggefted that it would be eafier to fup- 
plant than fupport the minifter, and left him to his 
fate’. 


When 


t Bertrand’s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 117 to 120. M. de Leffart 
came into adminiftration after the retreat of Necker. At firft he was 
comptrotler general of finances, afterwards minifter for foreign affairs, 
during the fitting of the legiflative afembly. The minifter at the court 
of Vienna, M. de Noailles, tranfmitted his difpatches to de Leflart, 
who regularly communicated them. to Briffot, who was at the head of 
the diplomatic committee. Briffot having obtained, amongft other 
papers, a copy of a letter from prince Kaunitz, in which the Ja- 
cobins were treated with difrefp:é&, and the king defcribed as a 
prifoner, he procured a decree of accufation againft de Leflart. The 
reafons affigned for this meafure were, that he had omitted to give 
notice to the affembly of the combination formed by foreign powers 
againft the liberty of France; that he had not preffed the meafures 
which were proper for the fatety and defence of the nation; — 






de Leffart, Dumouriez had folicited, and, as 
he acting obtained from M. de Narbonne a pro- 
mife of the command of the fouthern army ; but I 
confider this a mere pretence, as there is no room 
to doubt the truth of M. Bertrand’s ftatement, that 
the appointment of minifter of foreign affairs was 
exprefsly defignated for him, in order to aid the 
views of the Jacobins, who were determined for 
war. On the arreft of de Leffart, the king, know- 
ing the futility of the charges again{t him, and fup- 
pofing that his confinement would be temporary, 
fent an offer to Dumouriez of his polt ad interim. 
This he refufed, adding, that he preferred the com- 
mand which had been promifed. ‘The offer was re- 
peated through the medium of Cahier de Gerville, 
and again declined : at length the appointment was 
tendered fine interim, and Dumouriez declares that 
he complied out of pure obedience. 


When he came into adminiftration, the cabinet F 


confifted only of three perlons; one of whom, 
Cahier de Gerville, had declared his determination 
to refign. The firft object, therefore, was to name 
a new miniftry. Dumouriez, in a private audience, 
prepared the king to expect a Jacobin cabinet, and 
one of that defcription was foon appointed. Du- 
mouriez recommended Lacofte for the marine de- 
partment; Duranton minifter of juftice, Claviere 
minifter of contributions, and Roland minilter of 
the home department, were recommended by their 
refpective friends in the Jacobin faction. 


The day after his appointment, Dumouriez paid “oes tol 
homage to the Jacobins, by repairing to their hall |" J#% 


and putting on the red cap, that figna] of anti-roy- 


had given to prince Kaunitz information on the fituation of the 
kingdom, calculated to impreis untrue ideas ; that he had meaniy fued for 
peace; and had refufed to obey the decrees of the affembly. Lie was 
conveyed under a frong guard to Orleans, and maffacred by 4 bued 
mob at Veriailles, poh, with the reft of the prifoners, 
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miftake, but if there was any miftake, it confifted 
in difplaying his principles too openly, and render. 
ing diffimulation more difficult. 

On his entrance into adminiftration, he feems to 


% to the have fet himfelf abfolutely above the king, to have 


undervalued his judgment, thwarted his views, and 
exerted himfelf in narrowing his influence. I thall 
felect from his own Memoirs a few inftances in which 
he difplayed this difpofition. Petion, the perfonal 
opponent of the king, applied for an allowance of 
thirty thoufand livres (1312 /. 10s.) per month, un- 
der pretence of expending it on the police. The 
king reprefented that Petion was his enemy, and 
would fpend the money in circulating libels againft 
him. Dumouriez treated this well-founded objec- 
tion as a prejudice; he infifted that the money 
fhould be granted, and that if an ill ufe was made 
of it in one month, it fhould be then withheld, 
The king was obliged to comply with this infidious 
propofal, and the ufe made of the money by Petion 
verified the king’s prediction. Dumouriez made no 
more payments, but the evil was already done: Pe 
tion’s libels were become palatable, and Roland 
found it his intereft to have new ones daily printed 
under his own roof. But while the powers of the 
Jacobin faction were thus increafing ; while the fums 
at the difpofal of the minifters tor fecret fervices 
were applied for the purpofe of acquiring new ad- 
herents to their caufe, Dumouriez applied all his 
efforts to reduce the king’s power of retaining af- 
fection or rewarding fidelity. With thofe who affect 
to regulate the actions of a government by abftract 
rinciples ; who judge of right and wrong between 
the rulers and the ruled, by an inflexible fyftem, 
without making allowance for the wants, the 
pride, and the weaknefles of men, the following 
acts of Dumouriez, which I hefitate not to cenfure, 
will be confidered as meritorious and patriotic. fie: = 
e 
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made a general reform of the ions ‘in_ his -de- 

t, and divided them lg clafles, the 
third of which he defcribes thus: ‘‘ The penfions 
= ea by mere favor, or without any claim on 
“ the {core of diplomatic fervices, or engagements 
“with France ; for example, M. Dogny, formerly 
“ intendant-gencral of the poft-office, a man with an 
*¢ income of more than two hundred thoufand livres 
“© (8750 /.), had a penfion of thirty thoufand livres 
“(13124 105.) a-year out of the fecret fervice 
“money. He inftanily, and without fcruple, can- 
© celled all thele unju/? penfions, and with a fingle 
“ ftroke of his pen gained between fix and feven 
“hundred thoufand livres (between 26,000 /. and 
** 30,000 /.) for his department. He had courage 
“ enough to refift the king’s repugnance on this occafion, 
* and, when the bufineis was once finifhed, his ma- 
“¢ jefty was extremely well pleafed with it.” It 
would have been more candid to have faid, that the 
king, ever patient of infults, fubmitted with a good 
ace to the new privation, which, as it affected 
others, he felt more fenfibly. The cafe of M. Dogny, 
fuppofing it to be true, is very artfully put; but in 
this inftance, as in that of the red book, no mention 
is made of many perfons who had no other recom- 
pence for effential, and perhaps hazardous fervices, 
and no other means of fubfiltence. Amongit other 
methods of increafing the king’s adherents, which 
the exertions of his adverfaries rendered neceflary, 
Montmorin and de Leffart had prevailed on him to 
nominate fucceflors to all the minifters in foreign 
courts: Dumouriez fuppreffed thefe double nomina- 
tions; he ftates the produce of his reforms at a mil- 
lion (43,750 /.); but the injury they did to the royal 
e is incalculable, nor can the aflertions of pre- 
tended patriotifm and philofophy give a falfe colour 

to his motives. 

He extended his reforms and economy to various His eon 
. other branches of his department ; and reduced his 4° ia” 
cc4 owh 








own appointments from one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand (6562 /.) to one hundred and twenty thoufand 
livres (56871. 105.). But before he made this re. 
duétion, he obtained from the affembly a decree 
allowing fix millions (262,500/.) for fecret fervice 
money, which was not to be accounted for. This 
allowance had been applied for by former minifters, 
but conftantly refufed. His confidential agent in 
office was Bonne Carrere, whom he nominated di- 
rector-general. This man was a gambler by pro- 
feflion, and a perfon of great intrigue among the 
women. Dumouriez did not efteem him the lefs 
for thefe qualities, and perfifted in retaining him, 
notwithftanding the remonftrances of his colleagues 
and the reproaches of the public. 

The firft effective operation of Dumouriez’s mi- 
niftry was the denunciation of war againft the em, 
peror. The great fault imputed to preceding mi- 
nifters had been the avoiding of this meafure, which 
the Jacobins wifhed to precipitate as the fole means 
of confolidating and increafing their power. The 
eagernefs of Dumouriez was better fuited to their 
views": he preffed the king to fend another am- 
baffador inftead of M. de Noailles, and to write to 
the emperor in fuch a ftyle as would compel a de- 
claration. Before the delivery of this letter, a cou- 
rier arrived from M. de Noailles, with a letter which 
Dumouriez communicated to the affembly, and ob- 
tained a repeal of the decree of accufation which had 
been paffed againft M de Noailles. He then drew 
up a report to the aflembly, in confequence of which, 
see a long difcuflion, war was unanimoufly de- 
creed. 

Before this period, there had been fome diffentions 
between the members of adminiftration. ‘They had, 
’ at firft, agreed very well ; but Roland and Claviere 
foon began to entertain jealoufies of Dumouriez, 


+ Impartial Hiftory, vol. ii. p.2, Moore's View, &e. 
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